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opened till we reached the desert) to detain us in
Tientsin. Nor were we sorry to get away, for tin*
dust and filth of this city were almost unbearable.
We had not then experienced tho odours of Tokin,
which would accustom one to cheerfully live in a
main drain.

Our second night here was not so pleasantly
passed as the first. A shower of rain at twuwot
brought out legions of mosquitoes, from whiult,
not having brought curtains, wo suffered a good
deal of annoyance, and the intolerable stench near
which we lay was so increased by tho rain that
we had to smoke incessantly till past 8 a.m.,
almost regretting we had not accepted tho bar-
keeper's offer of the billiard-table for a bed, Even
the " circus gentlemen" would have been proforablo
to the sewer. We got to sleep about 4 a.m.,
only to be awoke at daybreak by a crashing sound
and to find the water rushing into the boat, with an
unpleasant conviction that our craft was hooling
over at a very uncomfortable angle. Wo had become
entangled in the hawser of a large ocean steamer,
which, had it not been let go in the nick of time,
would have upset us altogether, but we escaped
with a ducking, and soon got the boat righted and
baled out again,

The distance from Tientsin to Pekin ia rather
under eighty miles overland, that by rivor one
hundred and forty, viz, one hundred and twenty
miles to Tungohow, and twenty miles thence by
road to the capital. Although it takes two days
longer (sometimes three), we chose the water route
ift, preference to the other. We should, we thought,